
CASE STUDY TAKE 2

In the social sciences and life sciences, a case study is a research method involving an 1 Different types of case study
research methods; 2 Case selection and taken to be the subject, the lens, the case study through which the theoretical.

When designing your case study, be sure you have thoroughly addressed all aspects of the problem and do not
leave gaps in your analysis. Colorado State University; Gerring, John. For example, anecdotal evidence may
suggest drug use among homeless veterans is related to their patterns of travel throughout the day. Looking at
a prior example, it would be incorrect to state that a factor in improving girls access to education in Azerbaijan
and the policy implications this may have for improving access in other Muslim nations is due to girls access
to social media if there is no documentary evidence from your case study to indicate this. Gary Thomas thus
proposes a typology for the case study wherein purposes are first identified evaluative or exploratory , then
approaches are delineated theory-testing, theory-building or illustrative , then processes are decided upon, with
a principal choice being between whether the study is to be single or multiple, and choices also about whether
the study is to be retrospective, snapshot or diachronic, and whether it is nested, parallel or sequential. A case
study of a place must not only describe its various attributes relevant to the research problem [e. Flyvbjerg
examines five misunderstandings about case study research and systematically "corrects" each one. This is
where you sell your products or services simply by saying which ones you used and how they led to the
desired result. This would give readers the opportunity to see that your goal is not only to help with immediate
needs, but also to ensure long term results. Your review should examine any literature that lays a foundation
for understanding why your case study design and the subject of analysis around which you have designed
your study may reveal a new way of approaching the research problem or offer a perspective that points to the
need for additional research. Salkind, editor. Move from a detailed to a general level of consideration of the
case study's findings that returns the topic to the context provided by the introduction or within a new context
that emerges from your case study findings. Note that a general social sciences research paper may contain a
separate section to report findings. Does the case provide an opportunity to pursue action leading to the
resolution of a problem? Does the case provide important insight or illuminate a previously hidden problem?
This tab focuses on the latter--how to design and organize a research paper in the social sciences that analyzes
a specific case. Method In this section, you explain why you selected a particular subject of analysis to study
and the strategy you used to identify and ultimately decide that your case was appropriate in addressing the
research problem. Case Study Research in Practice. If applicable, describe what type of human activity
involving this place makes it a good choice to study [e. Introduction As with any research paper, your
introduction should serve as a roadmap for your readers to ascertain the scope and purpose of your study. This
would include summarizing studies that have used a similar subject of analysis to investigate the research
problem. Another way to think about choosing a case to study is to consider how the results from investigating
a particular case may result in findings that reveal ways in which to resolve an existing or emerging problem.
In this sense, a phenomenon that forms your subject of analysis can encompass anything that can be observed
or presumed to exist but is not fully understood. The subject of analysis can be a rare or critical event or it can
focus on a typical or regular event. Most of them are geared toward average readers. A case can be used when
there are few studies that help predict an outcome or that establish a clear understanding about how best to
proceed in addressing a problem. The research problem could be that ISIS fighters are difficult to combat
because they are highly mobile. London: SAGE,  Identify new ways to interpret prior research using the case
study. In this example, a case study investigating the accident could lead to a better understanding of where to
strategically locate additional signals at other railroad crossings in order to better warn drivers of an
approaching train, particularly when visibility is hindered by heavy rain, fog, or at night. This method is useful
for answering cause and effect questions. They typically utilize one or two instances of an event to show the
existing situation. Be sure to thoroughly extrapolate what your analysis of the case can tell the reader about
situations or conditions beyond the actual case that was studied while, at the same time, being careful not to
misconstrue or conflate a finding that undermines the external validity of your conclusions. A case study of
how women contribute to saving water in a particular village can lay the foundation for understanding the
need for more thorough research that documents how women in their roles as cooks and family caregivers
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think about water as a valuable resource within their community throughout rural regions of east Africa. In
general, the structure of a case study research paper is not all that different from a standard college-level
research paper. Tell the Story from Start to Finish People enjoy reading a story. In a case where the market of
any organization is in jepoardy, the agency will seek answers and solutions. Locate your own research within
the context of existing literature [very important! If applicable, summarize prior case study research applied to
the research problem and why it fails to adequately address the research problem. When writing the discussion
section, you should carefully consider all possible explanations for the case study results, rather than just those
that fit your hypothesis or prior assumptions and biases.


