
HISTORY AND POLITICS DEGREE PERSONAL STATEMENT

History and politics have had a profound impact on my outlook. Profile info. This personal statement was written by
ataraxy for application in ataraxy's.

On a recent visit to your campus and after talking to some of your tutors I got the impression that they are
always pleased to answer questions, and never make students seem anything less than their top priority. As a
member of Cambridge Liberal Democrats, I have been able to take part in various talks, seminars and
workshops which have supplemented my academic work. My History A-Level, on the other hand, has
provided me with the historical research skills and knowledge to understand the genesis of contemporary
political events. University admissions tutors all have slightly different responsibilities. In my opinion politics
is not a boring subject, with people just talking away on TV, or newspaper headlines. What qualities do you
look for in potential history students? In the UK, our first-past-the-post system appears deeply flawed and, as a
member of the Electoral Reform Society, I want to find a more representative electoral system that better
reflects the wishes of voters. If there are sample lectures running, go to them â€” again, they provide a taster of
the types of subjects and issues you might be learning about. Profile info This personal statement was written
by Oxonian for application in  Through my study and extra-curricular activities at university, I hope, not only
to become intellectually and practically equipped to work in journalism, but even more compassionate that I
may be more determined to expose injustice to the public eye and thereby help create a more fair, less unjust
world. My greater involvement in the school community has been a rewarding aspect of sixth form life. Books
such as 'History and Illusion in Politics' and 'Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution' have
revealed to me how political leaders can transmogrify into tyrants, how the malfunctioning of social
hierarchies can cause societies to run amok. If you have the required grades and a strong personal statement,
you always stand a chance! Different universities may require additional application material in addition to the
standard UCAS form, and some even ask you to send in work beforehand. You can use this example to gain
an idea of how to structure and put together your own one. I came away from this experience with a enhanced
understanding of the analytical skills and conceptual tools necessary to undertake research at the cutting edge
of this discipline. The reading I did in preparation for American Studies, however, was very useful in helping
me understand American politics, a subject I very much look forward to studying at degree level. This is
reflected in the wide range of careers that are open to graduates, areas such as; social work, the civil service,
teaching, the media, social work, community work, the diplomatic service and work at various levels of
government. Another reason why I am attracted to this subject is the fact that the skills, knowledge and
understanding that I will gain studying for are highly valued by employers. In Government and Politics, I have
learnt about various political systems in the world, political ideologies and international relations, and I have
expanded on this in my wider reading. On some projects I was given a high level of responsibility, which was
amazing, and I gained a great sense of achievement in completing the objectives I have been set. I have also
developed a profound interest in political history. A highlight of the past year has been participating in a
French exchange programme, developing my linguistic and communicative skills. This role, along with my
position as secretary of the school council, has seen me develop greater flexibility in my written style. My
ambition is to enrol at a university where I will be able to study with like minded students and scholars who
are experts in their fields. Above all, you should engage with the concepts that you are discussing, rather than
just stating them. That explains it all. I hope to become even more politically active at university.
Advertisement How can candidates make the most of a university open day? Simply wanting something
strongly is not enough". Think about what you have submitted as part of your application. October 29, at am
What does an admissions tutor actually do? It is through ignorance of politics that many people have
acquiesced to unjust institutions and unfair political practices. Plus, the pace of political change and the
polarisation of the parties make for fascinating reading, especially when seen through the lens of the
Huffington Post, my favoured American news source. Philosophy A-Level has prepared me in other ways for
university study, honing my argumentative skills and teaching me how to present clear and logical arguments
for my beliefs. History students need to be able to write fluently and cogently, and to have the ability to distil
complex information and arguments into clear analytical points. As Dr Gadja, of Oxford university, says:
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"Historians like to take insight from a huge range of perspectives, so we are always delighted when students
can demonstrate how their interest and ability at foreign languages, philosophy, or political thought, literature,
and so on, might intersect with their historical interests, and be of use in their development as historians".
Share via Email Always doing extra reading? My interest in politics is informed by a keen sense of history and
the comparative lessons of the past. I have therefore decided to apply to your institution. You need to convince
admissions tutors that you have the intelligence and academic ability needed to successfully undertake a
degree in the subject. UCL's Dr Jason Peacey complained that "it gets a bit tiring reading hundreds of forms
where the student proclaims that they have a 'passion' for history". What can each student do to make their
personal statement stand out?


