
SAT WRITING AND ESSAY CONVERSION CHART

To score the new SAT Essay, scorers will use this rubric, which describes Each scorer awards 1â€“4 points for each
dimension: reading, analysis, and writing.

Readers avoid extremes What is almost universally true about grading of standardized test essays is that
readers gravitate to the middle of the scale. How well will the student respond to the style and subject matter?
Admission results from the class of may give us some added insight into the use of SAT Essay scores. The
University of California system has published the 25thâ€”75th percentile ranges for enrolled students. The
loose correlation of essay score to Total Score and the high standard deviation of essay scores means that
students at all levels see wide variation of scores. On the other hand, we feel that students should understand
the full workings of essay scores. With the overhaul of the SAT came an attempt to make the essay more
academically defensible while also making it optional as the ACT essay had long been. We know of no cases
where admission committees will make formulaic use of essay scores. The response maintains a formal style
and objective tone. We know of very few circumstances where SAT Essay reading is regularly conducted.
This asymmetry of information is harmful to students, as they are left to speculate how well they have
performed and how their scores will be interpreted. Almost all Compass students take the SAT Essay at least
once to insure that they do not miss out on educational opportunities. Lacks a recognizable introduction and
conclusion. The number of excellent colleges not requiring the SAT Essay, though, is long and getting longer.
The response demonstrates general and vague word choice; word choice may be poor or inaccurate. It has
chosen to work with total scores. For instance, an essay score of eight and a multiple-choice score of 27 yields
a composite writing score of points. Has a wide variety in sentence structures. Is mostly cohesive and
demonstrates effective use and control of language. Will they average them? The response demonstrates some
precise word choice. There is no one-size-fits-all answer to that question. While those colleges will not receive
score distribution reports from the College Board, it is not difficult for them to construct their own
statisticsâ€”officially or unofficiallyâ€”based on thousands of applicants. What other essays has the reader
recently scored? May lack a clear central claim or controlling idea. Update as of October  We expect that
things will play out similarly for the SAT and that most students admitted to highly selective colleges will
have domain scores in the 5â€”7 range possibly closer to 4â€”6 for analysis. Score of 2 Demonstrates little or
no cohesion and limited skill in the use and control of language. Sign up below and we'll send you expert SAT
tips and guides. We provide these figures with mixed feelings. Is cohesive and demonstrates a highly effective
use and command of language. Demonstrates little or no cohesion and inadequate skill in the use and control
of language.


