
TIPS TO WRITE A LAB REPORT

Lab reports are an essential part of all laboratory courses and a significant part of your grade. Here's a format for a lab
report to use.

Second, rewrite the procedures in a flowchart format. White-out is a big no-no, too. What you found: Restate
any results that you may have calculated with errors if applicable. Plan the steps of the experiment carefully
with your lab partners. Article title. If the flaws result from the experimental design explain how the design
might be improved. Keep in mind that the flowchart should be brief and cover all the steps in a simple and
easy to follow manner. Try not to make the reader stare at the graph for a half hour to find the important line
among the mass of other lines. The only exception to this rule is if you are using someone else's data, in which
case the source of the data must be cited. American Psychological Association. A good flowchart should give
a reader an immediate idea of what's need to be done in the laboratory except in a less detailed format. Once
again remember that references need to be in alphabetical order according to surname. The abstract is written
in the past tense, since the experiments took place in the past. The effect size this does not appear on the SPSS
output. Give relevant details, e. Your style should be brief, but not using note form. Final year students often
find it difficult to choose a suitable research topic for their psychology lab report, and usually attempt to make
things more complicated than they need to be. Increasingly, especially in the social sciences, using first person
and active voice is acceptable in scientific reports. Also, if you make a mistake it's a good idea to keep a
record if it so you or someone else trying to do your experiment can remember to not make the same mistake
twice. Arrange your table so that readers read vertically, not horizontally. Unless you can think of any
confounding variable that can explain the results instead of the IV, it would be advisable to leave the section
out. Conclusion The conclusion is alot like the introduction except, instead of a summary of what you are
going to do, it's a summary of what you did. These two points should help you navigate the introduction: The
experiment is already finished. Look at examples in journal articles. Make your graph large enough so that
everything is legible and clearly demarcated, but not so large that it either overwhelms the rest of the Results
section or provides a far greater range than you need to illustrate your point. The lines in your graph should
more or less fill the space created by the axes; if you see that your data is confined to the lower left portion of
the graph, you should probably re-adjust your scale. New York: Oxford University Press;  This is exactly why
we want you to do it. Boston: Pearson;  Usually, the point of comparison will be the numerical data you
collect, so especially make sure you have columns of numbers, not rows. Your name and the names of any lab
partners. Scientific papers and presentations. Materials List everything needed to complete your experiment.
Try to write towards a student in the same course but a different lab section. Not quite. The report should have
a thread of argument linking the prediction in the introduction to the content in the discussion. Percentages and
degrees of freedom: report as whole numbers. Then we can formulate a logical organizational strategy for the
section. Analyze experimental error. Feel free to describe trends that emerge as you examine the data. Usually,
an instructor does not want you to repeat the lab manual, but to show your own comprehension of the
problem. Remember that the independent variable is the condition that you manipulated during the experiment
and the dependent variable is the condition that you measured to see if it changed along with the independent
variable. In a professional setting, writers provide their rationale as a way to explain their thinking to potential
critics. No citations are made in "Results" because there can be no other source for the results of your
experiment. London: Academic Press; 


