
RESEARCH PROPOSAL METHODS

The methods section of a research proposal contains details about how you will conduct your research. It includes your
study design - the.

The proposal should usually be around 2, words. In international research it is important to mention that the
population in which the study is conducted will benefit from any potential outcome of the research and the
research is not being conducted solely for the benefit of some other population. Failure to delimit the boundary
conditions for your research. Content The introduction to your methodology section should begin by restating
the research problem and underlying assumptions underpinning your study. In either case, this section should
testify to the fact that you did enough preparatory work to ensure the project will complement and not
duplicate the efforts of other researchers. It will provide your work plan and describe the activities necessary
for the completion of your project. A lot depends on your creativity, your ability to think clearly and the depth
of your understanding of problem areas. Implications and contribution to knowledge To finish your proposal
on a strong note, you can explore the potential implications of the research for theory or practice, and
emphasize again what you aim to contribute to existing knowledge on the topic. Wong, Ph. To create citations
quickly and easily, you can use our free APA citation generator. It will guide and put into sharper focus the
research design being considered for solving the problem. Your methods may include visiting particular
libraries or archives, field work or interviews. Introduction: The introduction provides the readers with the
background information. You should include a brief overview of the general area of study within which your
proposed research falls, summarising the current state of knowledge and recent debates on the topic.
Discussion: It is important to convince your reader of the potential impact of your proposed research. The
choice of the strategy, whether descriptive, analytical, experimental, operational or a combination of these
depend on a number of considerations, 5 but this choice must be explained in relation to the study objectives.
Alternatively, specify the phenomenon you want to study. No method is perfect so you need to describe where
you believe challenges may exist in obtaining data or accessing information. Will there be problems of access?
Failure to cite landmark works in your literature review. Preliminary Suppositions and Implications Just
because you don't have to actually conduct the study and analyze the results, doesn't mean you can skip talking
about the analytical process and potential implications. It is an integral part of selecting a research topic. To
put it bluntly, one's research is only as a good as one's proposal. In addition to detailing your research design,
you also must conduct a thorough review of the literature and provide convincing evidence that it is a topic
worthy of study. It should clarify whether or not the study procedures offer any benefits to the subject or to
others, and explain the nature, likelihood and treatment of anticipated discomfort or adverse effects, including
psychological and social risks, if any. How to Approach Writing a Research Proposal Your professor may
assign the task of writing a research proposal for the following reasons: Develop your skills in thinking about
and designing a comprehensive research study; Learn how to conduct a comprehensive review of the literature
to ensure a research problem has not already been answered [or you may determine the problem has been
answered ineffectively] and, in so doing, become better at locating scholarship related to your topic; Improve
your general research and writing skills; Practice identifying the logical steps that must be taken to accomplish
one's research goals; Critically review, examine, and consider the use of different methods for gathering and
analyzing data related to the research problem; and, Nurture a sense of inquisitiveness within yourself and to
help see yourself as an active participant in the process of doing scholarly research. Descriptions of the
method may include the design, procedures, the sample and any instruments that will be used. If this is the
case, you must include a statement in your methods section that you received official endorsement and
adequate informed consent from the IRB and that there was a clear assessment and minimization of risks to
participants and to the university.


