
UNIVERSITY ESSAY STRUCTURING

Writing an academic essay means fashioning a coherent set of ideas into an argument. Successfully structuring an
essay means attending to a reader's logic.

The study guide: The art of editing and the sheet: Questions to ask when editing may be useful. Generally,
however, it will be. Everyone works differently. Take the following example: You have been given this
assignment: The main purpose of Gothic fiction is to break normal moral and social codes. Please note that S3
is now called Skills Hub. This "what" or "demonstration" section comes early in the essay, often directly after
the introduction. Always go over your first draft and look for ways to improve it before handing it in.
Successfully structuring an essay means attending to a reader's logic. Keep the essay question in mind. This
practice is now widely accepted where it makes good sense. Fluid structures You may feel that, for your
particular essay, structures like these feel too rigid. It is sometimes helpful to refer back to the title of the essay
in the signpost sentence, to remind the examiner of the relevance of your point. The need to use such a wide
range of academic skills is probably the main reason why the essay format is so popular with tutors as an
assignment. Writing is an active and constructive process; it is not merely a neutral recording of your
thoughts. Concluding sentence â€” link to next paragraph paragraph 2 Topic sentence outlining second issue
identified As above Concluding sentence â€” link to next paragraph Following body paragraphs These follow
the same structure for as many issues as you wish to discuss from the data you have been supplied. Why
essays? In general, a short essay will have at least three full paragraphs; a long essay considerably more. You
should start a new paragraph for each major new idea within your essay, to clearly show the examiner the
structure of your argument. Their emphasis on female sexuality, their breaking of the boundaries between life
and death and their shocking displays of immoral religious characters would all suggest that this is indeed the
case. Paragraphs, like the essay overall, also have an expected structure. Essay maps are flexible; they evolve
with your ideas. But be forewarned: it shouldn't take up much more than a third often much less of your
finished essay. Now, without reading think about just the size of that paragraph. If you make your argument
hard to follow, so that they need to re-read a paragraph or more to try to make sense of what you have written,
you will cause irritation, and make their job slower. You may also be asked to choose the best solution and
justify your selection, allow space for this in your essay. Before you embark on research, give yourself
realistic goals for the amount of material you need by sketching out a plan for length. The corresponding
question is "how": How does the thesis stand up to the challenge of a counterargument? Such essays generally
have a descriptive thesis rather than an argumentative one. Editing your writing as you develop your ideas is a
positive not a negative process: the more you cross out, re-write, and re-order, the better your essay should
become. It can engage your readers, and can give them confidence that you have thought carefully about the
title, and about how you are going to address it. The body of your essay The second part of the essay is the
body. Always develop an introduction that clearly sets out the aims of what you are about to write and, if
applicable, refers to the subject under investigation. Ask the tutor for clarification if necessary. They are
absolutely crucial because it is only at this stage that the student can see that the argument hangs together, has
a sequence and is well-expressed. These can be useful starting points, but you will probably decide to work
with a more complicated structure e. Put your groups of ideas in a sequence to make a persuasive argument.
Breaking it down then building it up Essentially, this is what you are doing within the essay process: breaking
ideas down, then building them up again. It dictates the information readers need to know and the order in
which they need to receive it. Some retained a loose link to it while others abandoned it completely, in favour
of more fluid patterns. If left unplanned, the reading stage can swallow up huge amounts of time.


