
DEFINITION OF DESCRIPTIVE METHOD OF RESEARCH

Descriptive research is defined as a research method that describes the characteristics of the population or
phenomenon that is being studied. This methodology.

Provided by: Singapore Management University. For example, a researcher might access the academic records
of all individuals who enrolled in college within the past ten years and calculate how long it took them to
complete their degrees, as well as course loads, grades, and extracurricular involvement. It also helps in
making product or marketing fixes or in some cases even create a new product line just to cater to a high
growth potential, group. Targeting the appropriate audience will help avoid this bias. How many people use
the AECT gopher server, and what do they use if for? These twins represent an enormous resource in the study
of the brain, and since their condition is very rare, it is likely that as long as their family agrees, scientists will
follow these girls very closely throughout their lives to gain as much information as possible Dominus,  Try It
Surveys Often, psychologists develop surveys as a means of gathering data. In cross-sectional research, a
researcher compares multiple segments of the population at the same time. The richness of information that is
collected in clinical or case studies is unmatched by any other single research method. The major downside of
naturalistic observation is that they are often difficult to set up and control. Respondents are able to portray
everything from attitudes and feelings to processes, reactions, relationships, and more. This type of research
approach is known as archival research. For the purpose of verification, studies on prevailing conditions can
also be repeated to draw trends. Authored by: John Gabrieli. An organization to understand if its wellness
programs increase the overall health of the employees Advantages of Descriptive Research Some of the major
advantages of descriptive research are: Data collection: Descriptive research can be conducted by using
specific methods like observational method, case study method and survey method. For example, we may
survey a group of individuals about their dietary habits at age 20, retest them a decade later at age 30, and then
again at age  How have high school computing courses changed over the last 10 years? The researcher then
measures the changes that are produced in the dependent variable in each group. In addition, many of the
questions that psychologists would like to answer cannot be pursued through experimental research because of
ethical concerns. Descriptive Research Methods There are 3 distinctive methods to conduct descriptive
research. Educational researchers might use observational, survey, and interview techniques to collect data
about group dynamics during computer-based activities. Listen for references to independent and dependent
variables, experimenter bias, and double-blind studies. A larger sample is better able to reflect the actual
diversity of the population, thus allowing better generalizability. Surveys allow researchers to gather data from
larger samples than may be afforded by other research methods. In the early stages of research it might be
difficult to form a hypothesis, especially when there is not any existing literature in the area. Laboratory
observations are usually less time-consuming and cheaper than naturalistic observations.


