
STRUCTURING A COMPARATIVE ESSAY

Tips how to write a comparative essay, also called the comparing and of our comparative essay and deciding the essay
structure that we are going to use.

Insight Sample Essays are produced by Insight Publications, an independent Australian educational publisher.
It can be challenging to move between two texts, although with practice, this will become easier. Relate the
end of your body paragraph back to the overall contention, bringing both texts explicitly into focus. By
drawing upon similarities and differences, we are enabled to gain a more profound comprehension of both
texts. Within each paragraph, the writer will consistently use comparative language to contrast both texts. This
sequence goes on until the end of the essay. The first part devoted to one subject and the second part devoted
to the other subject. These links help your reader to understand the connection between the ideas you are
discussing, whether they are similarities or contrasts. Usually the question provides the basis of comparison
but there are cases where the author needs to develop the same. In the "lens" or "keyhole" comparison, in
which you weight A less heavily than B, you use A as a lens through which to view B. A comparative essay
asks that you compare at least two possibly more items. Create a thesis statement that reflects their relative
weights. A careful use of linking words is essential to ensure that the essay is cohesive and the comparison of
texts remains at the fore. If so, you will need to develop a basis for comparison, that is, a theme, concern, or
device common to both works from which you can draw similarities and differences. It is therefore advisable
to first study the prompt at length highlighting the key words to identify the exact need. The conclusion should
be a product of the identified similarities and differences and NOT of personal preferences. Lens comparisons
are useful for illuminating, critiquing, or challenging the stability of a thing that, before the analysis, seemed
perfectly understood. But no matter which organizational scheme you choose, you need not give equal time to
similarities and differences. The rest of the paper, whether organized text- by-text or point-by-point, will treat
the two theorists' differences. However, aside from merely comparing what is presented on the surface of a
text, symbols, characters, motifs, themes etc it is also imperative that you delve a little deeper. A good way to
construct these paragraphs is to base each around a premise or main idea, and you will explore both texts
through the lens of this premise. This will then be followed by another paragraph that also explicitly explains
the same aspect but now it deals with the second subject. However, you should be keen to ensure that the order
of the first part is strictly followed in the second part to allow for easy following and relation. The topic might
invite a broad thematic comparison, which requires a thoughtful understanding of the ways a particular theme
is explored in both texts. Read the topic carefully Make sure that you understand exactly what the topic is
asking you to do. Your ideas about B build upon or extend your ideas about A. Explore a range of elements To
add depth to your response, consider a variety of textual elements in your discussion. Developed by you: The
question may simply ask that you compare the two novels. You can organize a classic compare-and-contrast
paper either text-by-text or point-by-point. When to use this method When dealing with short essay When
dealing with simple subjects Cases where there is no clear relation between items of comparison of subject one
and subject two When you want to build the ideas of subject two from those highlighted for subject one When
dealing with many subjects Note: As mentioned earlier, this is a very dangerous method because one can view
it as one sided and it also poses a challenge to reader in the process of relating the subjects. For example, a
comparative essay using the block method on the French and Russian revolutions would address the French
Revolution in the first half of the essay and the Russian Revolution in the second half. Each high-level essay
features annotations with assessor comments identifying the elements of the essay that work and areas for
improvement, as well as tips on how to approach the essay topic and appropriate strategies for analysis. For
theme or issue you might plan it out like this but at all times focus on answering the Q: How is this theme
introduced? In a paper comparing the effects of acid rain on two forest sites, your choice of sites is less
obvious. One useful strategy is to begin your discussion of a particular idea with a sentence addressing text 1.


