
THE IMPACT OF THE JACKSONIAN ERA ON US SOCIETY

Nevertheless, Jacksonian Democracy represented a provocative blending of the best and worst qualities of American
society. On the one hand it was an.

These assumptions led Jackson to enforce legislation that has haunted America to the present day. In keeping
with this tradition, the caretakers of the Hermitage, Andrew Jackson's estate, have set up a site where the
election of is recreated, including "up-to-date" news on the status of the election. Beyond position-taking, the
Jacksonians propounded a social vision in which any white man would have the chance to secure his economic
independence, would be free to live as he saw fit, under a system of laws and representative government
utterly cleansed of privilege. Measuring voter turnout before the presidential election of is impossible because
only electoral votes were counted, but in the presidential election, , popular votes were cast, and the number
more than tripledâ€”to more than 1. So you see a real change in his attitude with native people somewhere in
this period. Although the Jacksonian Democracy died in the s, it left a powerful legacy, entwining egalitarian
aspirations and class justice with the presumptions of white supremacy. Within eight years, he melded the
amorphous coalition of personal followers who had elected him into the country's most durable and successful
political party, an electoral machine whose organization and discipline would serve as a model for all others.
Under President James K. Jackson was no deep thinker, but his matured policy positions did bespeak a
coherent political philosophy. Few mainstream Jacksonians had moral qualms about black enslavement or any
desire to meddle with it where it existed. He owned a plantation with many, many slaves. Jackson's election
marked a new direction in American politics. Jackson was denounced as a tyrant by opponents on both ends of
the political spectrum such as Henry Clay and John C. And that would actually create a whole slough of
problems for the Five Civilized Tribes who were moved there. With Congress controlled by his enemies,
Jackson relied heavily on the power of the veto to block their moves. Prior to the presidential election of , the
Anti-Masonic Party conducted the nation's first presidential nominating convention. He points to the struggle
over the Wilmot Proviso of , the Free Soil Party revolt of , and the mass defections from the Democrats in
over the Kansasâ€”Nebraska Act. The policies enacted during the Jacksonian era expanded voting rights and
extended the country's borders, but also put in place the spoils system which would divide the country for
many decades and even lead to the assassination of a future president, as well as a decentralized economic
system that would lead to cyclical recessions. In two terms he went through four secretaries of state and five
secretaries of the treasury. The oppositionist core, however, came from a cross-class coalition, strongest in
rapidly commercializing areas, that viewed the market revolution as the embodiment of civilized progress. Do
they get full citizenship? As for slavery, the Jacksonians were determined, on both practical and ideological
grounds, to keep the issue out of national affairs. Jackson's drive for party organization was spurred by his
own difficulties with Congress. Sabbatarians, temperance advocates, and other would-be moral uplifters, they
insisted, should not impose righteousness on others. He read widely from the Bible and the classics to dozens
of daily and weekly newspapers. Whigs' favored active government support for economic improvement as the
best route to sustained prosperity. So even though these areas in the southeast, that would have been owned by
native peoples, are their own nations, there is a desirability to see that become part of the USâ€”become lands
that non-elite white people can have access to. The method of voting also began to change. In , the provisions
of the Maryland constitution that barred Jews from practicing law and holding public office were removed.
Jacksonians also held that long tenure in the civil service was corrupting, so civil servants should be rotated
out of office at regular intervals. What is his opinion and how is he expressing it as the newly elected president
of the United States? They opposed this. These developments had a dramatic effect on national elections. But
the Tariff of did become law, and it was soon called the Tariff of Abominations. He did extend the vote to
more segments of the population, but obviously not everyone. There have always been these tensions between
white people who wanted to have land and native people. No, absolutely not. The Maysville Road and Bank
vetoes stood as enduring statements of his political philosophy.


