
WRITING AN ARGUMENT OF DEFINITION

Now that you have had the chance to learn about writing a definition argument, it's time to see what one might look like.
Below, you'll see a sample definition.

Instructors are usually looking for two things: Proof that you understand the material A demonstration of your
ability to use or apply the material in ways that go beyond what you have read or heard. Another way to put
this is as a conditional statement: A valid argument is an argument in which if the premises are true, the
conclusion must be true. Coleridge appended his argument at the beginning of his poem Rime of the Ancient
Mariner. When you are summarizing opposing arguments, be charitable. Formal logic is the formal study of
logic. Will you reject the counterargument and explain why it is mistaken? The answer to What about this
other idea, fact, or conclusion? In fact, people tend to ask the same questions. Indeed, they are. What kind of
proof does she use? In fact, making an argumentâ€”expressing a point of view on a subject and supporting it
with evidenceâ€”is often the aim of academic writing. Why should I do or think that? The answer to Why
should I do or think that? What Is the Warrant? Counterargumentâ€”an opposing argument to the one you
make. Since B acts as a premise for the main conclusion but is also itself the conclusion of further premises, B
is classified as an intermediate conclusion. This could not be farther from the truth. For college essays, there is
no essential difference between an argument and a thesis; most professors use these terms interchangeably.
Thus, the main claim of an essay is also the thesis. What is an Argument? Remember that the author of every
text has an agenda, something that he or she wants you to believe. You can often use more than one type of
evidence within a paper, but make sure that within each section you are providing the reader with evidence
appropriate to each claim. These techniques can include truth tables, Venn diagrams, proofs, syllogisms, and
formulae. One way to test the accuracy of a premise is to apply the following questions: Is there a sufficient
amount of data? If rhetoric is the study of the craft of writing and speaking, particularly writing or speaking
designed to convince and persuade, the student studying rhetorical argument focuses on how to create an
argument that convinces and persuades effectively. Writers carefully play with words, as well as giving
reasons and examples, to persuade us to their points of view. How do you make sure that all the premises of
your argument are true? Bob saw Wanda riding her bike towards work at  They wish to share their discoveries
and get feedback on their ideas. By considering what someone who disagrees with your position might have to
say about your argument, you show that you have thought things through, and you dispose of some of the
reasons your audience might have for not accepting your argument. It has happened to me every time; thus, it
will probably happen to other people as well. Charlie only barks when he hears a burglar outside. You may
reproduce it for non-commercial use if you use the entire handout and attribute the source: The Writing
Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Facts are statements that can be definitely proven using
objective data. Complex Argumentsâ€”these are formed by more than individual premises that point to a
conclusion. You use it to convince others to agree with your claim or viewpoint when they have doubts or
disagree. The answer to How do I know that what you say is true? Argument Argument Definition An
argument is the main statement of a poem , an essay , a short story , or a novel , which usually appears as an
introduction , or a point on which the writer will develop his work in order to convince his readers. What Is
Argument? Indeed, they do, and often. The next questions to answer are these: Which statement most directly
supports A? Almost anything claimed in a paper can be refuted or challenged. Another term for a
counterargument is antithesis i. Human knowledge grows out of such differences of opinion, and scholars like
your instructors spend their lives engaged in debate over what claims may be counted as accurate in their
fields.


